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Our Vision
Legal Aid of WV (LAWV) envisions a future where every West Virginian has fair and

meaningful access to justice, regardless of circumstances.

Our Mission
LAWV empowers individuals and strengthens communities by providing access to

justice, safety, and opportunitity. Through high-quality legal services and advocacy,

and with support from a robust network of partners, we help people overcome barriers

and transform their lives. With 12 offices across the state, LAWV serves all 55 counties.



From Kate White, Executive Director

her final achievements was laying the groundwork for our Statewide Headquarters to move into a new
home in a historic building on Charleston’s West Side. This will benefit the organization for generations.
This move, described in more detail in this report, represents both a continuation of Adrienne’s legacy
and a new chapter for our organization.
 
Like many nonprofits across the country, Legal Aid faced uncertainties this past year, requiring
thoughtful and difficult decisions, including scaling back some programs and services due to funding
decreases. Yet even amid these challenges, our commitment to fairness, safety, and access to justice
has never wavered.
 
We are also looking ahead with excitement. We are launching our Voices for Kids Project, a new
initiative that will provide guardian ad litem services to children in abuse and neglect proceedings. The
project will also offer preventative legal services designed to stabilize at‑risk families before crises
deepen. This work strikes at the heart of why Legal Aid exists: to protect the vulnerable, uphold
fairness, and support stronger, safer communities.
 
In this report, you will find information on the thousands of clients we served across our many areas of
civil legal assistance, Behavioral Health Advocacy, and Long‑Term Care Ombudsman Program. These
numbers represent real people, real struggles, and real progress made possible only through the
collective effort of many.

We could not do this work without the support of our partner organizations, our donors, our dedicated 

As I reflect on 2025 and nearly a year of serving as Executive Director, I do so
with deep appreciation for the trust placed in me and a profound sense of
responsibility. Having spent more than 15 years at Legal Aid of West Virginia
in various roles, I have long understood the strength, resilience, and
mission‑driven spirit that defines this organization. Stepping into this
position early in 2025, following the retirement of longtime Executive
Director Adrienne Worthy, has been both an honor and a privilege.

Adrienne’s leadership shaped Legal Aid for nearly three decades. Her vision
and dedication expanded services, strengthened partnerships, and ensured
that thousands of West Virginians received life‑changing legal help. One of

Board of Directors, and above all, our committed and
compassionate staff. Each of you plays an essential role in
ensuring that West Virginians have access to the legal help they
need and deserve.

Thank you for standing with us during a year of transition,
challenge, and new beginnings. Together, we are carrying
forward a legacy of service and building a stronger, more just
future for the people of West Virginia.

Our Charleston Lobby



By the Numbers - Who We Serve

LAWV provides legal help that lifts up families, supports

workers, honors veterans, and stabilizes communities,

creating a stronger West Virginia for all.

In 2025, LAWV Helped

West Virginians with their

civil legal issues

24,861
13,240 692

493 6,372

CHILDREN

VETERANS

SENIORS

SURVIVORS

OF DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE

2,420
PEOPLE IN

RECOVERY

BENEFITS OF LEGAL AID

Helps People with
Employment
Stabilizes Family Life 
Addresses Children’s Needs

Creates Network of
Community Partners
Saves State Programs
Money

Expands Opportunities for
West Virginians
Keeps People in our State
Reduces Strain on Courts



Ensured Physical Safety

Protection & Wellbeing for Youth

Ensured Housing Security

Ensured Economic Stability

Protected Individual's Rights & Access

Protected Vulnerable Adults*

Improved Access to Healthcare

23%

15%

19%

2%13%

7%

21%

85,756.67
hours in 2025 on behalf of clients.

Legal Aid of WV staff worked 

500,000+
people through online resources

and in-person outreach.

Free legal information provided to

By the Numbers - How We Help

$7,350,145
Legal Aid of WV’s total financial impact on West Virginia in 
increased assets, increased income, and decreased debt.

*Vulnerable Adult

Under WV law, an individual 18 or older (or an emancipated minor) who cannot

independently manage essential daily activities due to a physical or mental condition.

In 2025, LAWV closed 7,151 cases. Of these, 5,254 were resolved

through advocacy and advice, easing demands on judicial resources. The

outcomes for the remaining 1,897 cases are outlined in the chart below.



Michael B. Baum - Wheeling

Irina Crihalmeanu - Morgantown

Harry Deitzler - Parkersburg

Natasha Dyer – Fairmont 

Bridget D. Furbee - Bridgeport

Bader Giggenbach - Morgantown

Rebecca Hooker - Kermit

Robert Kuenzel - Chapmanville

Tammy McWilliams - Martinsburg

Kameron Miller - Charleston

David Pfeifer - Bluefield

Mary Jane Pickens – Charleston

Rita Rectenwald - Charleston

Jonah Samples - Huntington

Dr. Shanequa Smith - Charleston

Charity Toth - Huntington

David Wood - Wheeling

David Yaussy - Charleston

Andrew S. Nason, President -

Charleston

Adam Taylor, Vice President -

Beckley

Amanda Holliday, Secretary -

White Sulphur Springs

Marjorie McDiarmid, Treasurer -

Morgantown

Legal Services Corporation

West Virginia Department of Human Services

West Virginia Bureau of Senior Services

West Virginia Housing Development Fund

West Virginia Division of Administrative Services, 

   Justice & Community Services

West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals

West Virginia Department of Education, Jobs and Hope 

West Virginia State Bar

West Virginia Public Defender Services

West Virginia Community Action Partnership

West Virginia Bar Foundation

West Virginia Fund for Law in the Public Interest

West Virginia Coalition Against Domestic Violence

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation

Benedum Foundation

Pallotine Foundation

City of Charleston

City of Morgantown

City of Moundsville

AETNA

U.S. Veterans Administration

United Way of Harrison and Doddridge Counties

United Way of Monongalia and Preston Counties

Our 2025 Board of Directors* played a vital role in advancing our mission. Through their leadership, vision,

and unwavering support, they helped ensure we could carry out the programs and initiatives that made a

meaningful difference.

*Please visit our website for the most up-to-date list of Board Members.

The following organizations and agencies made a significant impact in supporting our work during the year.

Their generous funding and partnership were essential in allowing us to carry out the programs and initiatives

highlighted in this report.

2025 Board of Directors

2025 Grant Funders



Gov't Grants*
59.4%

Legal Services
Corporation

22.8%

All Other
Funding

Sources*
17.8%

Programming
79%

Operating
14%

Administration
7%

*Government Grants
VOCA (Victims of Crime Act), BHA (Behavioral

Health Advocacy), CLS (Civil Legal Services),

iCAN (Children’s Protection), FAST (Special

Education Advocacy), Ombudsman (Long-term

Care Advocacy), TANF (Temporary Assistance

for Needy Families - WVDoHS), Veterans Grants,

and Work Support Grants

*All Other Funding Sources
Private Foundations, Gifts from Individuals,

Designated Donations, Cy Pres, WV State Bar

Please visit our website for the most up-to-date Financials.

Grant and Funding Source lists are not comprehensive.

In a year marked by major office moves, capital investments, and funding uncertainty, we upheld our

commitment to impact by allocating $0.79 of every dollar to mission-driven programs.

Revenue

Expenses

2025 Financials

Administration

Accounting, Human Resources, other support

Operating

Rent, Parking, Utilities, Technology, etc.

Programming

Staff and Program Services



Jared Moore 

Randy Moore Aimee

Morgan-Stern 

Gary Morris 

Andrew Nason 

Jed Nolan 

William Noone 

Melanie Norris 

Brittany O’Saile 

Megan Patrick 

Emmett Pepper 

Thomas Peyton 

Taylor Potts 

John Prascik 

James Ratchford 

Amanda Ray 

William Richardson 

Isaiah Robinson 

Courtney Rogers 

Paul Roop 

Natalie Sal 

Eric Salyers 

Kaitlyn Samuelson 

Christine Schneider 

Amber Sellaro 

Eva Segert-Tauger 

Molly Aderholt 

Jacob Altmyer 

Aaron Amore 

Anne Marie Armstrong 

Natalie Atkinson 

Delainey Banks 

Adam Barney 

Richard Beaver 

Angela Beblo 

Barry Beck 

Jessica Benedict 

Brian Blickenstaff 

Nicholas Borror 

Kirk Bottner 

Nathan Bowles 

Hunter Bowman 

Erica Brannon 

Steven Broadwater 

Geoffrey Brown 

Joshua Brown 

Jacob Burgess 

Madison Carroll 

Anne Charnock 

Kenneth Chittum 

William Chrichton 

Robert Coffield 

Susanne Coffield 

Megan Coffman 

Taylor Coplin 

Raquel Davis 

S. Caleb Davis 

Andrew Earley 

Travis Eckley 

Sarah Ellis 

Lindsay Gainer 

The work of our volunteer attorneys is critical to ensuring equal access to legal justice for low-income

West Virginians. LAWV thanks the listed volunteer attorneys for donating their time and expertise to help

our clients or improve our Pro Bono Program during 2025. 

Jodie Gardill 

Gregory Gaudino 

Mark Gaydos 

Melissa Giggenbach 

Robin Godfrey 

Richard Goldstein 

Richard Gottlieb 

Christopher Green 

C. Page Hamrick 

Paula Harbour 

Eric Haught 

Lisa Hawrot 

John Hedges 

Patrick Henry III 

Connor Hicks 

Virginia Hopkins 

Blake Humphrey 

Lisa Hyre 

Monika Jaensson 

Nigel Jeffries 

Ryan Johnson 

Rebecca Judy 

Aryn Kelly 

Virginia Lemon 

Amanda Leslie 

Kasey Libby 

Terri Lowery 

Christine Ann Machel 

P. Michael Magann 

Mary Rich Maloy 

Michelle Marinacci 

Brianna McCardle 

Marjorie McDiarmid 

Stephanie McKinley 

Tammy McWilliams 

Martin Sheehan 

Wes Shumway 

Gerasimos Sklavounakis 

Clint Smith 

Holli Smith 

Thomas Steele 

Jennifer Stephens 

Anthony Sunseri 

Adam Taylor 

Andrew Thalman 

Gregory Tingler 

Steven Treadway 

Jared Tully 

Christian Turak 

Christopher Turak 

Devon Unger 

Benjamin Visnic 

Arianna Webb 

Anthony Werner 

Justin Wilson 

William Winfrey II 

Gabriele Wohl 

Steven S. Wolfe 

Jeff Woods 

J. Zatezalo 

Thomas Zeni

We are grateful for the generosity of all of our volunteers and have made every effort to recognize each appropriately.

If an error has occurred, please forgive us and notify us at (304) 343-3013 x2154 so a correction can be made.

2025 Pro Bono Attorneys



Kaufman Award

Paula Harbour is a dedicated attorney, running a general

practice firm in Huntington. She is a long-time volunteer

with Legal Aid of WV. Last year, Paula donated 88.3 hours

of time working on pro bono cases.          
The Kaufman Award is a prestigious recognition given annually to the

West Virginia attorney who has done the most pro bono work during the

past year on behalf of the state’s low-income and vulnerable citizens .

PAULA L. HARBOUR

Distinguished Pro Bono Award

Lisa Hawrot is the Co-Chair of Spilman, Thomas & Battle’s

Family Law Practice Group in Wheeling. She volunteered

countless hours with Legal Aid’s Pro Bono Unit to develop

resources on adoptions in grandparent and kinship cases.          
The Pro Bono Distinguished Attorney Award annually recognizes an

attorney whose pro bono efforts have gone above and beyond the call

of duty. 

LISA HAWROT

Distinguished Pro Bono Law Firm  Award

Emmett Pepper and Andy Nason volunteered 65 hours

screening clients for bankruptcy and representing

those clients. Additionally, Andy Nason has been a

long-serving member of LAWV’s Board of Directors. 
This award is presented annually by the West Virginia State Bar and

Legal Aid of WV to honor law firms who have made significant

contributions to pro bono publico.

PEPPER & NASON

Each year, at the West Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting, we recognize outstanding pro

bono champions whose generosity strengthens our mission every day. 

2025 Pro Bono Awards



Justice on the Move

At the end of 2025, Legal Aid of West Virginia (LAWV) relocated its headquarters to the

historic Staats Hospital Building on Charleston’s West Side, strengthening our

foundation for statewide service. 

 

This new location enhances our ability to serve clients with greater visibility,

accessibility, and dignity in the heart of a community where many of our clients live. For

years to come, both clients and staff will benefit from a safe, respectful, and professional

environment designed to support our mission. 

CHARLESTON

What We Do

LOGAN

In summer 2025, our Logan office relocated just down

the street to a newly renovated space with a unique

local history—once a bank, later a beauty school, and

now home to a law firm serving West Virginians.

Located directly across from the Courthouse, this office

offers convenient access for both clients and staff,

strengthening our connection to the community we

serve.



We extend our gratitude to these donors for supporting the Justice on the Move campaign.

ENCOVA INSURANCE
YIELD GIVING

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION
ELLEN ARCHIBALD          AUGUSTA FAMILY FOUNDATION

IN RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER BAILEY
THE GREATER KANAWHA VALLEY FOUNDATION

TRUIST

MAYOR’S OFFICE, CITY OF CHARLESTON
DEITZLER FOUNDATION        THE GLOTFELTY FOUNDATION

JACKSON KELLY PLLC
STEPTOE & JOHNSON (IN HONOR OF MELISSA WATKINS)
WESBANCO         WEST VIRGINIA BAR FOUNDATION, INC.

ZMM ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS

BOWLES RICE LLP       CALWELL LUCE DITRAPANO PLLC
THE DAYWOOD FOUNDATION, INC.

BERNARD H. & BLANCHE E. JACOBSON FOUNDATION
PEOPLES BANK         HARVEY D. PEYTON        RYAN & KATE WHITE

ANITA R. CASEY      BRUCE PERRONE      RICK & MARY JANE PICKENS
GABRIELE WHOL & DANIEL LATTANZI

ADRIENNE WORTHY & BRIAN FARKAS        DAVID YAUSSY

J. MARK & LANIE ADKINS       IN HONOR OF ROGER FORMAN & ARLA RALSTON       KARLY NICOLE KING
J. THOMAS LANE      ELLEN MAXWELL-HOFFMAN      STUART MCMILLAN     ANDREW NASON

CAM & SYDNEY SIEGRIST      MELODY SIMPSON & TOM HEYWOOD      AMY TAWNEY
IN HONOR OF JOANNA TABIT      BENJAMIN R. THOMAS      DEBRA WEINSTEIN

ANITA R. CASEY
KATHERINE “KITTY” DOOLEY

PAULA FLAHERTY
ROCHELLE “ROCKY” GOODWIN

ELLIOT HICKS
ADAM KRASON

CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE

ANDREW NASON
MARY JANE PICKENS
DR. SHANEQUA SMITH

GABRIELE WOHL
ADRIENNE WORTHY
JANE SIERS WRIGHT

Justice on the Move - Charleston



The term Cy Pres comes from the French phrase “cy près comme possible,” meaning “as near as

possible.” In legal terms, the Cy Pres doctrine allows courts to redirect unclaimed or residual

funds from class action settlements to charitable causes when the original intent of the

settlement cannot be fully realized.

Under the West Virginia Rules of Civil Procedure, 25% of Cy Pres distributions are designated for

Legal Aid. The remaining 75% may be directed either to nonprofit organizations, schools within

West Virginia, universities, colleges, or foundations that support programs that will benefit those

impacted by the original intent of the case, or to Legal Aid.

 

Cy Pres awards directed to Legal Aid of WV help deliver vital legal services to individuals and

families who cannot afford fair representation. Directing these funds to Legal Aid of WV honors

the core intent of class action settlements, ensuring access to justice for those most in need.

These awards have a lasting impact: they change lives, empower communities, and strengthen

legal justice across our state. 

 

Legal Aid of WV extends heartfelt appreciation to all those who champion the allocation of

residual class action funds to support our civil legal mission. This advocacy helps expand access

to justice and makes a lasting difference in the lives of those we serve.

In A.H. et al. v. Matulis, et. al., Circuit Court of Kanawha County, 
The Hon. Judge Jennifer F. Bailey presiding

Troy Giatras, settlement admin

W. Stuart Calwell, Jr.

Janice Lee Murray Hall

Joseph A. Ford

Sarah Ann Walling

L. Dante DiTrapano

P. Rodney Jackson

Don Christopher Parker

Perry W. Oxley

Robert V. Berthold, Jr.

Philip G. Haddad

Eric David Salyers

David Edward Rich

Caleb Bennett David

Roberta Frances Green

David H. Carriger

Ben Salango

Marvin W. Masters

Benjamin L. Bailey

Heather H. Jones

Isaac Ralston Forman

David L. Shuman

Lucien Randolph Sammons, III

Charlotte A. Hoffman Norris

Cy Pres funds are allocated to LAWV’s services and costs under the approval of the Board of

Directors to ensure justice reaches as many West Virginians as possible. Since they are not

predictable funds, they are used to bridge funding gaps and meet needs across the organization.

2025 Cy Pres Awards



JANE DOE v. UNITED COLLECTION BUREAU INC, ET AL,
Circuit Court of Monongalia County, The Hon. Judge Cindy Scott presiding

David W. Epperly, settlement

administration

Wesley Harrison White

Jeffrey M. Wakefield

Jason E. Causey

Morgan Elizabeth Villers

Bryan Neal Price

Brant Tyson Miller

Ashley W. French

JAMES BURMER V. DYNAMIC RECOVERY SOLUTIONS LLC,
Circuit Court of Mercer County, The Hon. Judge Mark Wills presiding

David W. Epperly, settlement

administration

Albert C. Dunn

Jonathan R. Marshall

Tamara’s Story
Tamara is only 24 years old, but she has already taken

on a tremendous responsibility—keeping her family

together. Unfortunately, like many families, Tamara’s

immediate family suffered from substance use disorder.

Tamara took over the caretaking functions of a parent

for her two younger siblings, and her mother passed

away seven years ago.

Tamara and her siblings moved in with their great aunt and uncle, where mental abuse was common

and their basic needs for food and care were neglected. Tamara started her relationship with Legal

Aid of WV’s (LAWV) Lawyer in the School program shortly after that. First, she got custody of her

niece, then her brother. Finally, her youngest sister joined them. Now, they are a family of five with

Tamara’s fiancé, excited to have been reunited and have a chance to thrive. All the children are

succeeding in school and in a happy, caring home environment.

“My attorney gave me hope, which I didn’t really have at the time,” Tamara says. “I was really

worried. My fiancé works, but a lawyer is just so expensive. It felt like a miracle that LAWV had a

program like this, especially when it felt like no one could help us.”

Real client names and photos used with permission.

2025 Cy Pres Awards



The JustOne Campaign is a way for attorneys to invest in Legal Aid of West Virginia (LAWV) by

donating JustOne gift in an amount greater than or equal to JustOne hourly billing rate. 

In 2025 participating firms competed for the Atticus Finch Courts are the Great Levelers Award for

most overall dollars raised and the Mona Lisa Vito Positraction Award for highest percentage of

attorney participation in small, medium, and large firm tiers. 

We are grateful for these firms and individuals who raised over $100,000 to support LAWV.

Bowles Rice LLP
Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso PLLC
FBT Gibbons LLP
Jackson Kelly PLLC

Molly Aderholt

J. Mark Adkins

Evan Aldridge

Robby Aliff

Kendra Alt

David Amsbary

Andy Arbogast

Jay Arceneaux

Bill Aubel

Vivian Basdekis

Mike Basile

Dill Battle

Erica Baumgras

Robert Bays

Angela Beblo

James Becker

Lara Bissett

Michael Bonasso

Richard Boothby

Matthew Bowles

Ann Bradley

Chelsea Brown

Christina Brumley

Christopher Brumley

John Bsharah

Thomas Casto

Mark Burdette

Chris Callas

Lewis Gianola PLLC
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Spilman Thomas & Battle PLLC
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC

Michael Cardi

Carrie Cecil

Noah Clark

Mark Clark

Whitney Clegg

Bob & Susanne Coffield

Bryan Cokeley

Evan Conard

Steve Condaras

Kevin Connoley

Kayla Anne Cook

Christopher Cox

Doug Crouse

Kimberly Croyle

Roy Cunningham

David DeJarnett

Tyler Dinsmore

Ashlyn Dolly

William Donovan

Travis & Catherine Eckley

Spencer Elliott

David Ferretti

Tom Flaherty

Sharon Flanery

Jay Ford

Melissa Foster Bird

Sam Fox

Elizabeth Frame

Alex Frampton

Brianna Frontuto

Eric Gadd

Matthew Gallimore

Samme Gee

John Gianola

James Gianola

Kathryn Gioia

Carte Goodwin

Richard Gottlieb

Aaron Graves

Christopher Green

Caroline Green

Craig Griffith

Jennifer Hagedorn

Steven Hall

Tom Hancock

Steven Hardman

Ronda Harvey

Matthew Heiskell

Bill Herlihy

Tom Heywood 

& Melody Simpson

Andrew Holbrook

Spencer Honaker

John M. Huff

Kendra Huff

Amy Humphreys

Grace Hurney

Tom & Julia Hurney

Mark Imbrogno

Benjamin Irwin

Eric Iskra

Diana Jacobs

Robert James

Joshua Jarrell

David Jecklin

Eric Johnson

Richard Jones

James Kelsh

Eric Kinder

Lauren King

Matthew Kingery

Sandra Kinney

Tai Kluemper

Rebecca Krehbiel

James Lane

Joshua Lanham

Amy Leonard

Gerald Lofstead

Eric London

William Lorensen

Alex Macia

Peter Markham

Edward Martin

Shaina Massie

We are grateful for the generosity of all of our donors and have made every effort to recognize each appropriately.

If an error has occurred, please forgive us and notify us at (304) 343-3013 x2154 so a correction can be made.

JustOne - September 2025



Ellen Maxwell-Hoffman

Mark McGhee

Dennis McGlaughlin

Kaitlyn McKitrick

John McLane

Stuart McMillan

Tammy McWilliams

Julie Merow

Nicholas Mooney

Julie Moore

Taiesha Morgan

Sandy Murphy

Nicholas Muto

Brittany O’Saile

Grayson O’Saile

Taylor Ours

Charles Pace

Corey Palumbo

Don Parker

Niall Paul

Leslie Peters

Hannah Petros

Bryan Price

Anna Johnson

Drew Proudfoot

Jessica Eryn Ray

Owen Reynolds

Mitch Rhein

Sarah Rhein

Susan Riggs & Lee Feinberg

Mark Robinson & Erica Pulling

David Romano

Zack Rosencrance

Gale Rubrecht

Ned Rugeley

Lesley Russo

Mark Sadd

Eric Salyers

Jonah & Carli Samples

Randy Saunders

Floyd Sayre

Lindsay See

Howard Seufer

Grant Shuman

Wesley Shumway

Cam Siegrist

Salem Smith

Kiersan Smith Lockard

Jackson Snavely

Susan Snowden

Kathy Snyder

Katie Stewart

Liana Stinson

Will Swann

Amy Tawney

Sabrina Taylor-Perotti

Benjamin Thomas

Gerald Titus

Jared Tully

Allyn Turner

Robert Tweel

Jason Wandling

Margaret Wassick

Stephanie Weber

Anna Williams

Marc Williams

Seth Wilson

Charles Wise

Gabriele Wohl

Dave Yaussy

We are grateful for the generosity of all of our donors and have made every effort to recognize each appropriately.

If an error has occurred, please forgive us and notify us at (304) 343-3013 x2154 so a correction can be made.

JustOne - September 2025



Gifts to Legal Aid of West Virginia make a profound impact in communities and courtrooms

across the state. The following donors help keep veterans housed, stabilize families, support

children’s safety, protect older adults, and ensure equal access to justice for all. These gifts

strengthen confidence in the legal system and help alleviate strain on our courts while changing

lives every day.

Scott and Erin Adams

Lee H. Adler

Clara and Clay Armstrong

James and Heather Armstrong

Phyllis and James Arnold

Billy Atkins

Martin R. Baach

Bob and Ruth Baker

Barbara Fleischauer and 

   Bob Bastress

Irene Berger

Rebecca A. Betts

Jeremy Billones

Larry and Jane Blalock

Michele L. Blatt

Bowles Rice LLP

Joseph W. Caldwell

George Carenbauer

Harvey and Naomi Cohen

John T. Copenhaver, Jr.

Mary Beth Cunnane

John F. Dascoli

Deitzler Foundation, Inc.

Charles R. DiSalvo and 

   Kathleen Kennedy

Beth Morrison and Mike Eakle

Elaine Passarello

Kathie Forman

Bridget and Stephen Furbee

Janet Rae Gerwig

Bader and Melissa Giggenbach

Richard M. Goldstein

Keith Gordon and Elena Sabatini

Kimberly Gray

Diana Green

Rodney and Elaine Hackman

John Ross Harman

W. Martin Harrell

Ira M. Haught

Robert Hawks

Loren B. Howley

Gary W. Hudiburgh

M. K. Hudkins

Huntington Foundation for 

   Developmental Disabilities

Thomas and Julia Hurney

David and Beverly Johnson

Brough A. Jones

Elizabeth V. Jordan

Leonard Knee and Brenda Gould

Samuel N. Kusic

Richard Lehman

Abner & Mildred Levine 

   Family Foundation

Lawrence James Lewis

Mark Mangano

James Martin and Leslie Anderson

Bill and Gloria Martin

Debra Martin

Marjorie McDiarmid

Deborah Elaine McHenry Moore

Laura McKinney

Harry Montoro

Marsha Mullins

John B. Myer

William James O'Brien

Larry and Lisa Pack

Diana Panucci and Aric Margolis

Evagelia Papadimas

Stephen Paragamian

Bren Pomponio

Michael Prascik

Christopher C. Quasebarth

Ron and Janet Raether

Amelie Ratliff

Janis Reynolds & Douglas Kilmer

Terrance Rodgers

C. Russell Smith

Nicola Smith

James R. Snyder

Robert M. Steptoe, Jr.

Kevin Stryker

Charles and Debra Sullivan

Elizabeth and James Summers

Taylor, Hinkle & Taylor, 

   Attorneys at Law, Inc.

Steven L. Thomas

Ed Tiffey

Tom and Rebecca Tinder

Philip Tissue

Tom and Nancy Truman

United Way of Central West Virginia

United Way of 

   Southwestern Pennsylvania

Sharon Urbanek

Charlie Wade

Edward M. Waldner

Dawn E. Warfield

Graham Watkins

David Webb

Alyssa Webb

Stephen and Amelia Weber

Catherine Wheeler

Ryan and Kate White

Joe White

Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough 

Mary J. Williams

Christopher J. Winton

Jo Ellen Diehl Yeary

We are grateful for the generosity of all of our donors and have made every effort to recognize each appropriately.

If an error has occurred, please forgive us and notify us at (304) 343-3013 x2154 so a correction can be made.

2025 Annual Campaign



Over 10 years ago, Annette had a strange run-in with her

local authorities. She was driving home, and police cars

with their lights on were blocking the road. It was dark and

hard to see, so confusion ultimately led to an officer

writing her a ticket for noncompliance with an officer and

not having her driver’s license with her. At the hearing for

the ticket, the officer did not show up, and the charges 

were dismissed. Annette didn’t think about it again after that. But after she decided to go to nursing

school, she was about to complete her final steps when the incident presented some trouble. The

charges showed up on her background check (a part of the process to get her nursing license).

“That’s how I came to meet my attorney, Kira,” she says. “I thought, I have to get rid of this fast.

Everything she did was so fast. It was incredible. She knew the importance for me of getting that off of

there so I could move forward with everything. I’ve been a nurse for about two years, and I work at a

hospital for WVU medicine as an RN on their med surge unit. Kira saved me time and money. Being able

to finish and get my license advanced my career. Since then, I’ve gotten married, bought a home, and I

just bought a car.”

Annette’s Story

In Honor of
 John T. Copenhaver Jr.

 Tod Kaufman

 Betsy Steinfeld Jividen

 Beth H. Lurz

In Memory of
 Brent Cameon

 Diane K. Burnside

 Kimberly Cameon

 Nola Cameon

 Michael Garcia

 John & Marcy Leon

 Elaine Passarello

 Robin Sizemore

 Bonita Waybright

 George L. Lemon

 Andrew S. Nason

 Lawrence B. Lowry

 Taylor Matsumura

 University of Washington Breast Imaging Team

 Tracy Blaine Lusk

 Princeton Rotary Club

Real client names and pictures used with permission. 

We are grateful for the generosity of all of our donors and have made every effort to recognize each appropriately.

If an error has occurred, please forgive us and notify us at (304) 343-3013 x2154 so a correction can be made.

2025 Tribute Gifts



Stay Connected. Stay Involved.

THANK YOU!

Follow & Connect
Stay up to date on stories, impact, and opportunities to get involved by

visiting us at www.LegalAidWV.org or on Facebook. 

MAKE AN IMPACT IN 2026 AND BEYOND

Legal Aid of West Virginia relies on the generosity of supporters like you to ensure all

West Virginians have access to justice, safety, and stability.

Support Access to Justice
Make an Online Donation

Giving online is quick, secure, and one of the easiest ways to strengthen 

Legal Aid’s mission.

Visit www.LegalAidWV.org/donate to make your gift today.

Recurring Monthly Gifts
Monthly contributions of all sizes create steady

support that helps us maintain critical services

all year long. 

Enroll as a Monthly Justice Partner on our

online donation page at

https://legalaidwv.org/give-back/donate/.

Tribute & Memorial Gifts
Honor or memorialize a West Virginia

attorney, or anyone whose commitment to

justice has made an impact. 

Tribute gifts recognize the legacy of those

who’ve shaped the legal profession and

expanded access to justice across our state.
Give by Mail
Checks may be mailed to 

LAWV Statewide Headquarters

123 Washington St W.

Suite 101

Charleston WV 25302

Other Ways to Help
Planned giving & bequests

Sponsorship opportunities

Become a Pro Bono Volunteer

Invite us to join your community event or speak at your civic group

Your support helps thousands of West Virginians gain access to safety,

security, and justice. Together, we strengthen families, communities, and the

future of our state.

Client and staff photos

used with permission.

https://legalaidwv.org/give-back/donate/

	IMPACT REPORT
	Our Vision
	Our Mission
	From Kate White, Executive Director
	As I reflect on 2025 and nearly a year of serving as Executive Director, I do so with deep appreciation for the trust placed in me and a profound sense of responsibility. Having spent more than 15 years at Legal Aid of West Virginia in various roles, I have long understood the strength, resilience, and mission‑driven spirit that defines this organization. Stepping into this position early in 2025, following the retirement of longtime Executive Director Adrienne Worthy, has been both an honor and a privilege.
	Adrienne’s leadership shaped Legal Aid for nearly three decades. Her vision and dedication expanded services, strengthened partnerships, and ensured that thousands of West Virginians received life‑changing legal help. One of
	her final achievements was laying the groundwork for our Statewide Headquarters to move into a new home in a historic building on Charleston’s West Side. This will benefit the organization for generations. This move, described in more detail in this report, represents both a continuation of Adrienne’s legacy and a new chapter for our organization.
	Like many nonprofits across the country, Legal Aid faced uncertainties this past year, requiring thoughtful and difficult decisions, including scaling back some programs and services due to funding decreases. Yet even amid these challenges, our commitment to fairness, safety, and access to justice has never wavered.
	We are also looking ahead with excitement. We are launching our Voices for Kids Project, a new initiative that will provide guardian ad litem services to children in abuse and neglect proceedings. The project will also offer preventative legal services designed to stabilize at‑risk families before crises deepen. This work strikes at the heart of why Legal Aid exists: to protect the vulnerable, uphold fairness, and support stronger, safer communities.
	In this report, you will find information on the thousands of clients we served across our many areas of civil legal assistance, Behavioral Health Advocacy, and Long‑Term Care Ombudsman Program. These numbers represent real people, real struggles, and real progress made possible only through the collective effort of many.
	We could not do this work without the support of our partner organizations, our donors, our dedicated
	Board of Directors, and above all, our committed and compassionate staff. Each of you plays an essential role in ensuring that West Virginians have access to the legal help they need and deserve.
	Thank you for standing with us during a year of transition, challenge, and new beginnings. Together, we are carrying forward a legacy of service and building a stronger, more just future for the people of West Virginia.

	By the Numbers - Who We Serve
	LAWV provides legal help that lifts up families, supports workers, honors veterans, and stabilizes communities, creating a stronger West Virginia for all.
	In 2025, LAWV Helped
	24,861
	13,240
	CHILDREN

	2,420
	PEOPLE IN RECOVERY

	493
	VETERANS

	692
	SENIORS

	6,372
	SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
	BENEFITS OF LEGAL AID



	By the Numbers - How We Help
	In 2025, LAWV closed 7,151 cases. Of these, 5,254 were resolved through advocacy and advice, easing demands on judicial resources. The outcomes for the remaining 1,897 cases are outlined in the chart below.
	13%
	7%
	2%
	15%
	19%
	23%
	21%
	Legal Aid of WV staff worked

	85,756.67
	hours in 2025 on behalf of clients.
	Free legal information provided to

	500,000+
	people through online resources and in-person outreach.

	$7,350,145
	Legal Aid of WV’s total financial impact on West Virginia in  increased assets, increased income, and decreased debt.
	*Vulnerable Adult


	2025 Board of Directors
	2025 Grant Funders
	2025 Financials
	In a year marked by major office moves, capital investments, and funding uncertainty, we upheld our commitment to impact by allocating $0.79 of every dollar to mission-driven programs.
	Revenue
	*Government Grants
	*All Other Funding Sources

	Expenses
	Administration
	Operating
	Programming
	Please visit our website for the most up-to-date Financials. Grant and Funding Source lists are not comprehensive.



	2025 Pro Bono Attorneys
	2025 Pro Bono Awards
	Each year, at the West Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting, we recognize outstanding pro bono champions whose generosity strengthens our mission every day.

	Kaufman Award
	PAULA L. HARBOUR

	Distinguished Pro Bono Award
	LISA HAWROT
	Lisa Hawrot is the Co-Chair of Spilman, Thomas & Battle’s Family Law Practice Group in Wheeling. She volunteered countless hours with Legal Aid’s Pro Bono Unit to develop resources on adoptions in grandparent and kinship cases.           The Pro Bono Distinguished Attorney Award annually recognizes an attorney whose pro bono efforts have gone above and beyond the call of duty.


	Distinguished Pro Bono Law Firm  Award
	PEPPER & NASON
	Emmett Pepper and Andy Nason volunteered 65 hours screening clients for bankruptcy and representing those clients. Additionally, Andy Nason has been a long-serving member of LAWV’s Board of Directors.  This award is presented annually by the West Virginia State Bar and Legal Aid of WV to honor law firms who have made significant contributions to pro bono publico.


	Justice on the Move
	CHARLESTON
	What We Do

	LOGAN

	Justice on the Move - Charleston
	We extend our gratitude to these donors for supporting the Justice on the Move campaign.
	ENCOVA INSURANCE YIELD GIVING
	APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION ELLEN ARCHIBALD          AUGUSTA FAMILY FOUNDATION IN RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER BAILEY THE GREATER KANAWHA VALLEY FOUNDATION TRUIST
	MAYOR’S OFFICE, CITY OF CHARLESTON DEITZLER FOUNDATION        THE GLOTFELTY FOUNDATION JACKSON KELLY PLLC STEPTOE & JOHNSON (IN HONOR OF MELISSA WATKINS) WESBANCO         WEST VIRGINIA BAR FOUNDATION, INC. ZMM ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS
	BOWLES RICE LLP       CALWELL LUCE DITRAPANO PLLC THE DAYWOOD FOUNDATION, INC. BERNARD H. & BLANCHE E. JACOBSON FOUNDATION PEOPLES BANK         HARVEY D. PEYTON        RYAN & KATE WHITE

	CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE



	2025 Cy Pres Awards
	The term Cy Pres comes from the French phrase “cy près comme possible,” meaning “as near as possible.” In legal terms, the Cy Pres doctrine allows courts to redirect unclaimed or residual funds from class action settlements to charitable causes when the original intent of the settlement cannot be fully realized.
	Under the West Virginia Rules of Civil Procedure, 25% of Cy Pres distributions are designated for Legal Aid. The remaining 75% may be directed either to nonprofit organizations, schools within West Virginia, universities, colleges, or foundations that support programs that will benefit those impacted by the original intent of the case, or to Legal Aid.
	Cy Pres awards directed to Legal Aid of WV help deliver vital legal services to individuals and families who cannot afford fair representation. Directing these funds to Legal Aid of WV honors the core intent of class action settlements, ensuring access to justice for those most in need. These awards have a lasting impact: they change lives, empower communities, and strengthen legal justice across our state.
	Legal Aid of WV extends heartfelt appreciation to all those who champion the allocation of residual class action funds to support our civil legal mission. This advocacy helps expand access to justice and makes a lasting difference in the lives of those we serve.
	In A.H. et al. v. Matulis, et. al., Circuit Court of Kanawha County,  The Hon. Judge Jennifer F. Bailey presiding
	Cy Pres funds are allocated to LAWV’s services and costs under the approval of the Board of Directors to ensure justice reaches as many West Virginians as possible. Since they are not predictable funds, they are used to bridge funding gaps and meet needs across the organization.

	2025 Cy Pres Awards
	JANE DOE v. UNITED COLLECTION BUREAU INC, ET AL, Circuit Court of Monongalia County, The Hon. Judge Cindy Scott presiding
	JAMES BURMER V. DYNAMIC RECOVERY SOLUTIONS LLC, Circuit Court of Mercer County, The Hon. Judge Mark Wills presiding


	Tamara’s Story
	Tamara is only 24 years old, but she has already taken on a tremendous responsibility—keeping her family together. Unfortunately, like many families, Tamara’s immediate family suffered from substance use disorder.  Tamara took over the caretaking functions of a parent for her two younger siblings, and her mother passed away seven years ago.
	Tamara and her siblings moved in with their great aunt and uncle, where mental abuse was common and their basic needs for food and care were neglected. Tamara started her relationship with Legal Aid of WV’s (LAWV) Lawyer in the School program shortly after that. First, she got custody of her niece, then her brother. Finally, her youngest sister joined them. Now, they are a family of five with Tamara’s fiancé, excited to have been reunited and have a chance to thrive. All the children are succeeding in school and in a happy, caring home environment.
	“My attorney gave me hope, which I didn’t really have at the time,” Tamara says. “I was really worried. My fiancé works, but a lawyer is just so expensive. It felt like a miracle that LAWV had a program like this, especially when it felt like no one could help us.”
	Real client names and photos used with permission.

	JustOne - September 2025
	The JustOne Campaign is a way for attorneys to invest in Legal Aid of West Virginia (LAWV) by donating JustOne gift in an amount greater than or equal to JustOne hourly billing rate.
	In 2025 participating firms competed for the Atticus Finch Courts are the Great Levelers Award for most overall dollars raised and the Mona Lisa Vito Positraction Award for highest percentage of attorney participation in small, medium, and large firm tiers.
	We are grateful for these firms and individuals who raised over $100,000 to support LAWV.
	Bowles Rice LLP Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso PLLC FBT Gibbons LLP Jackson Kelly PLLC
	Lewis Gianola PLLC Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP Spilman Thomas & Battle PLLC Steptoe & Johnson PLLC

	JustOne - September 2025
	2025 Annual Campaign
	Gifts to Legal Aid of West Virginia make a profound impact in communities and courtrooms across the state. The following donors help keep veterans housed, stabilize families, support children’s safety, protect older adults, and ensure equal access to justice for all. These gifts strengthen confidence in the legal system and help alleviate strain on our courts while changing lives every day.

	Annette’s Story
	Over 10 years ago, Annette had a strange run-in with her local authorities. She was driving home, and police cars with their lights on were blocking the road. It was dark and hard to see, so confusion ultimately led to an officer writing her a ticket for noncompliance with an officer and not having her driver’s license with her. At the hearing for the ticket, the officer did not show up, and the charges
	were dismissed. Annette didn’t think about it again after that. But after she decided to go to nursing school, she was about to complete her final steps when the incident presented some trouble. The charges showed up on her background check (a part of the process to get her nursing license). “That’s how I came to meet my attorney, Kira,” she says. “I thought, I have to get rid of this fast. Everything she did was so fast. It was incredible. She knew the importance for me of getting that off of there so I could move forward with everything. I’ve been a nurse for about two years, and I work at a hospital for WVU medicine as an RN on their med surge unit. Kira saved me time and money. Being able to finish and get my license advanced my career. Since then, I’ve gotten married, bought a home, and I just bought a car.”
	2025 Tribute Gifts
	In Memory of
	George L. Lemon  Andrew S. Nason

	In Honor of
	John T. Copenhaver Jr.  Tod Kaufman
	Betsy Steinfeld Jividen  Beth H. Lurz
	Real client names and pictures used with permission.



	Stay Connected. Stay Involved.
	MAKE AN IMPACT IN 2026 AND BEYOND
	Legal Aid of West Virginia relies on the generosity of supporters like you to ensure all West Virginians have access to justice, safety, and stability.
	Follow & Connect
	Stay up to date on stories, impact, and opportunities to get involved by visiting us at www.LegalAidWV.org or on Facebook.

	Support Access to Justice
	Make an Online Donation Giving online is quick, secure, and one of the easiest ways to strengthen  Legal Aid’s mission. Visit www.LegalAidWV.org/donate to make your gift today.

	Recurring Monthly Gifts
	Tribute & Memorial Gifts
	Give by Mail
	Other Ways to Help
	Planned giving & bequests
	Sponsorship opportunities
	Become a Pro Bono Volunteer
	Invite us to join your community event or speak at your civic group


	THANK YOU!
	Your support helps thousands of West Virginians gain access to safety, security, and justice. Together, we strengthen families, communities, and the future of our state.
	Client and staff photos used with permission.




