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	IMPACT REPORT
	Our Vision
	Our Mission
	From Kate White, Executive Director
	As I reflect on 2025 and nearly a year of serving as Executive Director, I do so with deep appreciation for the trust placed in me and a profound sense of responsibility. Having spent more than 15 years at Legal Aid of West Virginia in various roles, I have long understood the strength, resilience, and mission‑driven spirit that defines this organization. Stepping into this position early in 2025, following the retirement of longtime Executive Director Adrienne Worthy, has been both an honor and a privilege.
	Adrienne’s leadership shaped Legal Aid for nearly three decades. Her vision and dedication expanded services, strengthened partnerships, and ensured that thousands of West Virginians received life‑changing legal help. One of
	her final achievements was laying the groundwork for our Statewide Headquarters to move into a new home in a historic building on Charleston’s West Side. This will benefit the organization for generations. This move, described in more detail in this report, represents both a continuation of Adrienne’s legacy and a new chapter for our organization.
	Like many nonprofits across the country, Legal Aid faced uncertainties this past year, requiring thoughtful and difficult decisions, including scaling back some programs and services due to funding decreases. Yet even amid these challenges, our commitment to fairness, safety, and access to justice has never wavered.
	We are also looking ahead with excitement. We are launching our Voices for Kids Project, a new initiative that will provide guardian ad litem services to children in abuse and neglect proceedings. The project will also offer preventative legal services designed to stabilize at‑risk families before crises deepen. This work strikes at the heart of why Legal Aid exists: to protect the vulnerable, uphold fairness, and support stronger, safer communities.
	In this report, you will find information on the thousands of clients we served across our many areas of civil legal assistance, Behavioral Health Advocacy, and Long‑Term Care Ombudsman Program. These numbers represent real people, real struggles, and real progress made possible only through the collective effort of many.
	We could not do this work without the support of our partner organizations, our donors, our dedicated
	Board of Directors, and above all, our committed and compassionate staff. Each of you plays an essential role in ensuring that West Virginians have access to the legal help they need and deserve.
	Thank you for standing with us during a year of transition, challenge, and new beginnings. Together, we are carrying forward a legacy of service and building a stronger, more just future for the people of West Virginia.

	By the Numbers - Who We Serve
	LAWV provides legal help that lifts up families, supports workers, honors veterans, and stabilizes communities, creating a stronger West Virginia for all.
	In 2025, LAWV Helped
	24,861
	13,240
	CHILDREN

	2,420
	PEOPLE IN RECOVERY

	493
	VETERANS

	692
	SENIORS

	6,372
	SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
	BENEFITS OF LEGAL AID



	By the Numbers - How We Help
	In 2025, LAWV closed 7,151 cases. Of these, 5,254 were resolved through advocacy and advice, easing demands on judicial resources. The outcomes for the remaining 1,897 cases are outlined in the chart below.
	13%
	7%
	2%
	15%
	19%
	23%
	21%
	Legal Aid of WV staff worked

	85,756.67
	hours in 2025 on behalf of clients.
	Free legal information provided to

	500,000+
	people through online resources and in-person outreach.

	$7,350,145
	Legal Aid of WV’s total financial impact on West Virginia in  increased assets, increased income, and decreased debt.
	*Vulnerable Adult


	2025 Board of Directors
	2025 Grant Funders
	2025 Financials
	In a year marked by major office moves, capital investments, and funding uncertainty, we upheld our commitment to impact by allocating $0.79 of every dollar to mission-driven programs.
	Revenue
	*Government Grants
	*All Other Funding Sources

	Expenses
	Administration
	Operating
	Programming
	Please visit our website for the most up-to-date Financials. Grant and Funding Source lists are not comprehensive.



	2025 Pro Bono Attorneys
	2025 Pro Bono Awards
	Each year, at the West Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting, we recognize outstanding pro bono champions whose generosity strengthens our mission every day.

	Kaufman Award
	PAULA L. HARBOUR

	Distinguished Pro Bono Award
	LISA HAWROT
	Lisa Hawrot is the Co-Chair of Spilman, Thomas & Battle’s Family Law Practice Group in Wheeling. She volunteered countless hours with Legal Aid’s Pro Bono Unit to develop resources on adoptions in grandparent and kinship cases.           The Pro Bono Distinguished Attorney Award annually recognizes an attorney whose pro bono efforts have gone above and beyond the call of duty.


	Distinguished Pro Bono Law Firm  Award
	PEPPER & NASON
	Emmett Pepper and Andy Nason volunteered 65 hours screening clients for bankruptcy and representing those clients. Additionally, Andy Nason has been a long-serving member of LAWV’s Board of Directors.  This award is presented annually by the West Virginia State Bar and Legal Aid of WV to honor law firms who have made significant contributions to pro bono publico.


	Justice on the Move
	CHARLESTON
	What We Do

	LOGAN

	Justice on the Move - Charleston
	We extend our gratitude to these donors for supporting the Justice on the Move campaign.
	ENCOVA INSURANCE YIELD GIVING
	APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION ELLEN ARCHIBALD          AUGUSTA FAMILY FOUNDATION IN RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER BAILEY THE GREATER KANAWHA VALLEY FOUNDATION TRUIST
	MAYOR’S OFFICE, CITY OF CHARLESTON DEITZLER FOUNDATION        THE GLOTFELTY FOUNDATION JACKSON KELLY PLLC STEPTOE & JOHNSON (IN HONOR OF MELISSA WATKINS) WESBANCO         WEST VIRGINIA BAR FOUNDATION, INC. ZMM ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS
	BOWLES RICE LLP       CALWELL LUCE DITRAPANO PLLC THE DAYWOOD FOUNDATION, INC. BERNARD H. & BLANCHE E. JACOBSON FOUNDATION PEOPLES BANK         HARVEY D. PEYTON        RYAN & KATE WHITE

	CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE



	2025 Cy Pres Awards
	The term Cy Pres comes from the French phrase “cy près comme possible,” meaning “as near as possible.” In legal terms, the Cy Pres doctrine allows courts to redirect unclaimed or residual funds from class action settlements to charitable causes when the original intent of the settlement cannot be fully realized.
	Under the West Virginia Rules of Civil Procedure, 25% of Cy Pres distributions are designated for Legal Aid. The remaining 75% may be directed either to nonprofit organizations, schools within West Virginia, universities, colleges, or foundations that support programs that will benefit those impacted by the original intent of the case, or to Legal Aid.
	Cy Pres awards directed to Legal Aid of WV help deliver vital legal services to individuals and families who cannot afford fair representation. Directing these funds to Legal Aid of WV honors the core intent of class action settlements, ensuring access to justice for those most in need. These awards have a lasting impact: they change lives, empower communities, and strengthen legal justice across our state.
	Legal Aid of WV extends heartfelt appreciation to all those who champion the allocation of residual class action funds to support our civil legal mission. This advocacy helps expand access to justice and makes a lasting difference in the lives of those we serve.
	In A.H. et al. v. Matulis, et. al., Circuit Court of Kanawha County,  The Hon. Judge Jennifer F. Bailey presiding
	Cy Pres funds are allocated to LAWV’s services and costs under the approval of the Board of Directors to ensure justice reaches as many West Virginians as possible. Since they are not predictable funds, they are used to bridge funding gaps and meet needs across the organization.

	2025 Cy Pres Awards
	JANE DOE v. UNITED COLLECTION BUREAU INC, ET AL, Circuit Court of Monongalia County, The Hon. Judge Cindy Scott presiding
	JAMES BURMER V. DYNAMIC RECOVERY SOLUTIONS LLC, Circuit Court of Mercer County, The Hon. Judge Mark Wills presiding


	Tamara’s Story
	Tamara is only 24 years old, but she has already taken on a tremendous responsibility—keeping her family together. Unfortunately, like many families, Tamara’s immediate family suffered from substance use disorder.  Tamara took over the caretaking functions of a parent for her two younger siblings, and her mother passed away seven years ago.
	Tamara and her siblings moved in with their great aunt and uncle, where mental abuse was common and their basic needs for food and care were neglected. Tamara started her relationship with Legal Aid of WV’s (LAWV) Lawyer in the School program shortly after that. First, she got custody of her niece, then her brother. Finally, her youngest sister joined them. Now, they are a family of five with Tamara’s fiancé, excited to have been reunited and have a chance to thrive. All the children are succeeding in school and in a happy, caring home environment.
	“My attorney gave me hope, which I didn’t really have at the time,” Tamara says. “I was really worried. My fiancé works, but a lawyer is just so expensive. It felt like a miracle that LAWV had a program like this, especially when it felt like no one could help us.”
	Real client names and photos used with permission.

	JustOne - September 2025
	The JustOne Campaign is a way for attorneys to invest in Legal Aid of West Virginia (LAWV) by donating JustOne gift in an amount greater than or equal to JustOne hourly billing rate.
	In 2025 participating firms competed for the Atticus Finch Courts are the Great Levelers Award for most overall dollars raised and the Mona Lisa Vito Positraction Award for highest percentage of attorney participation in small, medium, and large firm tiers.
	We are grateful for these firms and individuals who raised over $100,000 to support LAWV.
	Bowles Rice LLP Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso PLLC FBT Gibbons LLP Jackson Kelly PLLC
	Lewis Gianola PLLC Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP Spilman Thomas & Battle PLLC Steptoe & Johnson PLLC

	JustOne - September 2025
	2025 Annual Campaign
	Gifts to Legal Aid of West Virginia make a profound impact in communities and courtrooms across the state. The following donors help keep veterans housed, stabilize families, support children’s safety, protect older adults, and ensure equal access to justice for all. These gifts strengthen confidence in the legal system and help alleviate strain on our courts while changing lives every day.

	Annette’s Story
	Over 10 years ago, Annette had a strange run-in with her local authorities. She was driving home, and police cars with their lights on were blocking the road. It was dark and hard to see, so confusion ultimately led to an officer writing her a ticket for noncompliance with an officer and not having her driver’s license with her. At the hearing for the ticket, the officer did not show up, and the charges
	were dismissed. Annette didn’t think about it again after that. But after she decided to go to nursing school, she was about to complete her final steps when the incident presented some trouble. The charges showed up on her background check (a part of the process to get her nursing license). “That’s how I came to meet my attorney, Kira,” she says. “I thought, I have to get rid of this fast. Everything she did was so fast. It was incredible. She knew the importance for me of getting that off of there so I could move forward with everything. I’ve been a nurse for about two years, and I work at a hospital for WVU medicine as an RN on their med surge unit. Kira saved me time and money. Being able to finish and get my license advanced my career. Since then, I’ve gotten married, bought a home, and I just bought a car.”
	2025 Tribute Gifts
	In Memory of
	George L. Lemon  Andrew S. Nason

	In Honor of
	John T. Copenhaver Jr.  Tod Kaufman
	Betsy Steinfeld Jividen  Beth H. Lurz
	Real client names and pictures used with permission.




